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as Merchants of the Staple; they formed an association,
had a monopoly of the trade, and were ruled by a mayor and
alderman.

Foreign Trade. We have seen that the Englishman of the
twelfth and thirteenth centunes had no love for aliens, but he
was to some extent obliged to tolerate their presence, since
Englishmen had ceased to be adventurous seamen and at this
period were only gradually regaining their position as oversea
traders. Consequently most overseas trade, and all that from
the Mediterranean, was in the hands of aliens. We have seen
them at the fairs, and places like London and Southampton
had many of them. The native townsman did his best to make
trading difficult for them and to secure as much as possible
of the profits for himself. On the other hand, tho monarch
found these aliens very valuable; they paid him highly for
special privileges and lent him money in his need. So all through
the thirteenth century we find a war waged, by the citizen to
secure his monopoly of internal trade, by the alien to break
through the traditions that hampered him. Backed by the
Crown tho alien generally won.

The object of the burgess was to prevent the alien touching
the internal trade of the country- He did not want to drive
tho alien away altogether, for that would destroy his own export
trado,but ho wanted to secure for himself the position of middle-
man between the alien importer and the native consumer. For
this object he imposed the following restrictions :

(a)  The alien could only sell wholesale and to a burgess of
the town, only on market days and in full publicity*

(b)  On no account must the alien sell retail.

(c)  He must not go inland with his goods,

(d)  He must live, not in a house of his own, but as guest of
an English host, and must not stay more than forty days.

Now we have seen that merchants did not act alone, they were
members of powerful societies and early learnt that collective
bargaining paid. As early as 1237 we find concessions being
granted by the citizens of London to the merchants of Corbie